intervals gave out a dim mysterious light,
just sufficient to let all the proceedings be
seen. The seven Japanese took their places
on the left of the raised floor, the seven
foreigners on the right. No other person
was present.

" After the interval of a few minutes of
anxious suspense, Taki Zenzaburo, a stal-
wart man thirty-two years of age, with a
noble air, walked into the hall attired in
his dress of ceremony, with the peculiar
hempen-cloth wings which are worn on
great occasions. He was accompanied by
a kaishakii and three officers, who 'wore
t\\ejimbaori or \var surcoat with gold tissue
facings. The word kaishaku, it should be
observed, is one to which our word ex-
ecutioner is no equivalent term. The office
is that of a gentleman: in many cases it is
performed by a kinsman or friend of the
condemned, and the relation between them
is rather that of principal and second than
that of victim and executioner. In this
instance the kaishaku was a pupil of Taki
Zenzaburo, and was selected by friends of
the latter from among their own number
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